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That’s it folks!

To use the Looney Tunes strap line, ‘that’s its folks’ for this year that is, the Norwich
Union Classic was the finale to our Classic Car Tour programme of 2008 as we

assisted International Motor Sports Ltd to run their annual event with a start at
Wollaton Park. Dates for your

The big news about the year is that every event we did saw a significant increase in Diary:
entries right from the National Drive it Day’ through the ‘Austin 7 Run’ and both the The 11th
flagship Nottingham Classic and the rapidly improving Sherwood. So, a big thank
you to everyone for supporting us despite the daily strife and all of the recent doom |Nottingham
and gloom in our financial lives. The overall message is that of a successful product
being delivered to an appreciative audience who come back time after time, we can’t
ask more than that. Assisting on the Norwich was supposed to be a little less |August 9th 2009
stressful than organising our own events but as it happened, this year’s Norwich was | contact 01773
the worst ever for participants turning up at the start without any of their paperwork 785927
completed and then the same participants complaining about the resultant queue!
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Big Cats in The Park

One of the loneliest places in motorsport can
be the signing on point for Marshals and
Volunteers when you are waiting for them to
arrive. There is no compunction to do this,
everyone who volunteers has the right to
withdraw their help. But, reliably, one by
one they appear and this year’s Norwich
Union emphasised that commitment. It was
six a.m. and still pitch black and this small
group have less than two hours to get the
event on the road. The time for first car is
finite, eight a.m. but, guaranteed, when they
arrive, motorsport marshals have a tradition
for banter about long gone events, despite
the dark and the cold, laughter always
greets the tasks in hand. We know that we
are about to have a long day, some people
will think our efforts are not good enough
but mostly, people will amaze at the dedica-

These two big cats were spotted as dawn broke over tion and will share the day’s experi-
Wollaton Park - foreground the Jaguar XK in the mist . ces but thankful that when the dawn re-
the Sunbeam Tiger. Norwich Union Classic 2008. veals the big cats, they will be able to be in

their cars and away to the next venue where
earlier, another group of marshals stood

laughing together at a signing on point
The Nottingham Classic waiting to ensure all of the participants en-
— o MILLERSOILS @ Tour is supported by joyed the day. Thank you to all marshals.
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This is how it started

The Norwich Union Classic really was the one event
that you could say created much of the touring
assembly market across the UK. Back in 1986, the
first event started from three venues, one of them
being Nottingham, or, to be precise, Newstead Abbey
and because our club was busy stamping it’s authority
on anything motorsport related in the City of
Nottingham, we found ourselves helping out by
running that first start venue and providing
marshalling cover on the route.

Also back then, the scene was set for future
Nottingham Classic runs, the social gathering that we
have now by providing good catering and good
checkpoints. At the end of a Norwich Union Classic,
there would be a catering marquee with
commissionaires on the doors and it was all rather
‘Henley on Thames’ sort of atmosphere. After that first
year, I became an Assistant Clerk of the Course
responsible for co-ordinating one of the routes each
year and I found myself organising starts from such
place as Buxton and Wrexham. Another feature of the
Norwich Union was the pre event activities. At each
venue, the RACMSA would host a reception to
encourage participants to stay overnight at the start
venues and these affairs ran into catering and wine for
200 people with welcome speeches by the Lord Mayor
and other dignitaries. These affairs were either
oversubscribed or desperate for people. I remember
one year we had the great hall in Wollaton set for 200,
the Mayor and Sherriff with their respective Ladies
were to be in attendance along with Sue and me with
my deputy Rob Taylor and his wife , RAC officials and
Council officials but with only a handful of guests. So
rather than face the embarrassment of an empty hall,
Sue and me and Rob and his wife went out onto the
park persuading joggers, walkers and anyone we could
find that a glass of Nottingham City Council’s superb
red wine would go down a treat if they could spare an
hour. Thankfully we did it and the ‘civics’ were non the
wiser.

All this festivity continued after the receptions. The
tradition then was that the respective Assistant Clerk
of the Course (me) and his wife would host a dinner for
the ‘civics’ the night before the event. The usual venue
for this in Nottingham was the Victoria Hotel with the
dinner hosted in a private suite with the Mayors atten-
dants (bodyguards) lurking just outside the door. An-
other time I hosted the Lord Mayor of Wrexham at a
dinner in the Wynstay Hotel, Wrexham where the
Mayor, a former Paddington Train Driver and I shared
several glasses of excellent wine, to be entirely sociable
of course which resulted in him accusing me of being
a ‘Toff’, a term of cockney endearment I think. Next
morning there was no mayor at the start!

Over the years, the event continued but each time
something dwindled or disappeared, not the run side
of things, that went from strength to strength with one
year over 1600 cars assembled in the paddock at
Donington Park.

A misty Wollaton Eligibility Check 2008

Costs are always important of course but some of
the little things that made the event that bit
different have gone. The marshals, as on the
Nottingham Classic, would get the same
refreshments as the participants at the venue
they worked at but that went the same way as
the receptions and dinners. One of it’s principles
was to attract participants back to areas to enjoy
places only fleetingly seen whilst on the event,
getting people in hotel beds at start towns was
more important then than now, call me a cynic
but I suspect the event has only been
resurrected due to Norwich Union’s return to the

Early morning at Wollaton 2008 with the
stunning Elizabethan Hall as backdrop

Classic Car Insurance market and the cash
raising potential of the event, but that won’t stop
us all enjoying it’s return.



Another feature of the event has always been multi
use. This is where say, three routes will visit one
checkpoint. Given that a typical route will have 120
cars, a checkpoint such as MIRA will attract 360
cars and all during one time slot, in effect, during
any one period three cars should be leaving the
start line every minute. The facts are that
marshalling teams, small on this event due to the
non competitive nature, have to cope with a massive
influx of cars at the same time because lets face it,
no one sticks to the time schedule after the start.
This year was no exception and Anita with her small
band of eight people coped with over 300 cars
through one checkpoint. It wouldn’t be an issue if it
weren’t for a few whingers who think these 8
volunteers are being paid to do a job for them.

Don’t get me wrong, the participants have after all
paid good money to be here but never is enough
emphasis placed on getting the volunteers message
across even though without them, there would be
no event.

The Norwich Union left the scene after the 1997
event and it became the Guardian Classic, before
changing names again in

1999 to the AXA

Crossley Tourer with extended controls?

Insurance Classic. 2000 was the last one for a while
until the resurrection as the Norwich Union Classic
in 2007.

After the 1989 event, Nottingham City Council
asked me if we could run a Nottingham event and
that is when the Nottingham Classic was born. I
still kept up the Norwich Union side running
starts right up until the year 2000 finish. Lincoln
became a popular venue at the Castle and
Cathedral Square.

One year in Lincoln , the signing on was situated
in the foyer of a hotel where participants were
staying. Some of them even expected the mar-
shals to take the signing on sheets to the break-
fast table and give the crews a call when it was
time to start ! guess what, we didn’t, they were
late.
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Our visits to MIRA were very interesting in the
early years when they allowed us to use the High
Speed Bowl. Particpants totally unfamiliar with the
characteristics of a banked track were soon enjoy-
ing themselves, it was almost a theme park atmos-
phere where all you had to do was bring the car.
The track is Laned with specific speeds required for
each lane. The higher up the banking, the higher
the speed required. Having recognised the potential
for disaster, I arranged with my Deputy Rob Taylor
with a couple of others, to circulate the track at a
steady 80mph, thus keeping participants to a safe
(ish) middle banking speed. No chance, Rob was
soon circulating at a steady 105mph as he strug-
gled and failed to keep the big stuff behind him.
Some people didn’t want to come off but eventually
order and safety was restored and to this day MIRA
haven’t allowed us back on the banked track!

During this period the classic car movement has ex-
ploded exponentially and many events take place every
week. The Nottingham Classic has always prided itself
in using the original Norwich Union model but without
the beurocracy that went with it. Informal, good qual-
ity route with added features. Now that the Norwich
Union has returned, there is a groundswell of opinion
that it has only been regenerated to cash in on the
market it turned away from earlier. It is without doubt
an excellent event with financial backing an event like
ours can only dream of. It is true that the event is well
run and organised that’s where we come in- the thing
is, has it really been eclipsed by the clones it spawned
or is it as good as it ever was? JT

against it .

The appearance on National TV via BBC
Breakfast News kicked off the season followed
by the national Drive it Day and the Austin
Seven Half Day Run. Both these events enjoyed
increased entries , a sign of things to come
despite the horrid summer.

The BBC caught up with us again when Brian
recorded a piece about Classic Car Ownership
for BBC Radio Nottingham and lastly the
CELER filmed on Central TV early evening news
after its bruising on the London to Brighton
Run made it a successful media year for us
also.

The pleasing bit about the Beeb is that they







