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After  several years lay off  the Norwich Union Classic Car Run is back in Nottingham. 

The organisers have asked me to co-ordinate the route from Nottingham to    
Silverstone on October 12th. The  start venue is still to be confirmed and the route 
will visit two or three stops on the way to Silverstone so if you are planning to  
enter this years event, make sure you are entered on the Nottingham start, you 
know that the members of Carlton & District Motor Club will look after you and 
ensure all of your classic needs are met. Given our experience of running Notting-
ham as a Classic venue, chances are this will be one of the best starts the event 
has ever had. More details to follow.  The Nottingham Classic 

Tour is supported by    
Millers Oils Ltd 

Www.millersoils.co.uk 

Dates for your 
Diary : 
NATIONAL ‘DRIVE 
IT’ DAY April 20th  
2008, half day 
run Wollaton 
Park. 
Pre-War Austin 7 
Club -  Half Day 
Run Wollaton 
Park 
31st May 2008 
Heritage School 
Tour of the Peak 
15th June 2008 
The 10th          
Nottingham     
Classic Tour 
10th August 2008 
Sherwood 42 
21st September 
2008 
Contact 01773 
785927 
Entry forms    
available soon, 
keep an eye on the 
website 
 

NOTTINGHAM CLASSIC TOUR -  flying high for 
2008 

Plans continue, but I can confirm that the finish venue , Newark Air       
Museum will be special, we shall be enjoying a Hog Roast ( vegetarian    
options available) and we shall have our own marquee within the museum 
grounds for our socialising at the end. But the icing on the cake will be a 
flypast by the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight and the Lancaster Bomber , 
City of Lincoln. I had a letter from the RAF confirming that they have been 
‘tasked’ to organise a flypast, so only the weather can prevent it happening. 
Don't forget also that there will be special awards for participants wearing 
a full set of year bars—that’s eight in all as we didn’t have them back in 
1990. The entry list is open and well into double figures.  You can 

download an entry form from 
the website and pay for your 
entry secure ly on l ine 
www.nottinghamclassic.co.uk. 
You may of course still use the 
Royal Mail to safely deliver your   
entry. 
Newstead Abbey will be one of 
the stopping points and the rest 
of the route is still to be        
confirmed. Breakfast will be 
provided at the Wollaton Hall 
start . 
This is our tenth event and we 
aim to make it memorable.     
JT 

NORWICH UNION CLASSIC IS BACK IN TOWN 

 Important news about the sport relief mile inside  

Smiling start, 2007 Nottingham Classic 
Tour 
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  NOTTINGHAM CLASSIC FACTOIDS  
Unbeknown to us when we planned the assault on the 2007 London to 
Brighton Veteran Car Run in the CELER, the 2007 event was the fortieth 
anniversary of the cars first entry in 1967. It was entered by Mr Oliver Gray 
of Exeter after he bought the car and restored it from one of it’s earliest 
owners. Later that month the car came to Nottingham and was displayed at 
a motorshow held at the premises of Trumans Garage. 

   

BAD NEWS , GOOD NEWS!  
The bad news is we have had to retire the Celer from 
the Sport Relief Mile on 16th March without turning 
a wheel ! The good news is the reason why this deci-
sion was made. Recently, Brian, Andy and I met with 
Officers of Nottingham City Council to discuss the 
post London to Brighton report on the state of the 
Celer. We have already commented on how happy we 
were at the outcome of he restoration and the total 
reliability we had on the event, so much so that not a 
drop of fluid leaked  and the car was capable of run-
ning the 63 miles straight back to London apart from 
that is, the acetylene required for the lights! The only 
concern was the serious vibrations at low revs which 
did see  one or two bolts flying off the structure and 

 

the offside front mudguard flexing six inches front to 
back on tickover. 

Barry Hodson has carried out a further detailed       
inspection of the car and found that the original engine 
mounts are running out of line with the transmission 
mounts. This is revealed best at the clutch where it is 
possible to see an offset of around 3 mm.  

We recommended that the Council spend a little more 
cash to have the alignment re engineered which will 
improve further the reliability of the motor and prolong 
it’s serviceable life . We suspect that this alignment 
issue has been the cause of failures in the past. But 
when added to the engineering already carried out by 
Barry will prevent such failures in future, so to        
sacrifice the Sport Relief Mile for this engineering work 
was really no contest. It will off the road for around five 
weeks but should be well run in by ’ Drive It Day’. 

The National ‘Drive Day’  on April 20th will see Carlton 
& District Motor Club provide it’s first organised      
offering as our contribution to this worthwhile effort. 
Up and down the country , owners of classic cars are 
being encouraged to just get in them and drive, 
whether on an organised event or not. Our free half day 
tour from Wollaton Park into Derbyshire, will not only 
give us the opportunity to dust off the cobwebs for the 
season ahead but will give us the opportunity to drive 
once more in a group on an organised route to a nice 
venue, Denby Pottery. We have been before but since 
our last full run to Denby, they have opened more   
retail space that offers their Pottery and Dartington 
Crystal      products in atmospheric surroundings. So 
far the entry is very encouraging, so come and join us 
for next to nowt! The  event is free to enter but we shall 
be asking for a contribution of £3 per car at the start 
just to cover photocopying costs and the cost of the 

permit. 

  National Drive it 
day, Sunday 20th 
April 2008. Start 
& Finish Wollaton 

Park. 
 Entry form is 
available from 
the website. 

Full entry for the Heritage Community 
School Tour of the Peak. 
Tony Parkes & Noel Sabin, organisers of this 
ever popular event , report that the entry is 
now full and a place on the reserve list is the 
only option if you want a run. Just like the 
old road rally days. Nostalgia in a different 
way ! 




